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Welcome
Welcome to The Clarence Canoe & Kayak Trail – the longest white water trail in 
Australia!  It covers more than 195 km of river between the Nymboi-Binderay 
National Park and the township of Copmanhurst encompassing the Nymboida, 
Mann and Clarence river systems. It offers spectacular scenery, an abundance 
of wildlife and some exhilarating whitewater adventure!

Degree of difficulty
The Clarence Canoe & Kayak Trail is not a beginners’ river! It is a grade 2-3 
whitewater trail with some sections containing rapids of grade 4 difficulty. 
There are also three COMPULSORY portages for all paddlers: one at Nymboida 
Weir (refer to Section 2 Trip Detail); and one each at Rainbow Falls and Willow 
Tree Falls in The Gorge (refer to Section 6 Trip Detail). The low-level bridges at 
Cangai (refer Section 5 Trip Detail) and Lilydale (refer to Section 7 Trip Detail) 
are also likely to be COMPULSORY portages for all paddlers at all except very 
low river levels. It is STRONGLY RECOMMENDED that paddlers with novice or 
intermediate skill levels also portage: Cunglebung Falls, Bridal Veil Falls, and 
New Zealand Falls – all grade 4 rapids; and Demolition Derby – a technical 
Grade 3 rapid (refer to Section 4 Trip Detail) for safety reasons.

Trip Safety
You will need novice canoeing/kayaking skills and an average level of fitness 
as Section 8 may require up to five hours paddling time to complete. However, 
paddling time will vary with river flow, paddling effort and time required to scout 
and/or portage rapids. Times are calculated on a progress of 4kms per hour with 
no allowances for rest breaks.

Care will need to be taken near the end of the Section where railway line posts 
are located in the river as a result of an attempt to stop riverbank erosion at this 
location. Stay to the river right of the posts.

Some parts of Section 8 pass through remote inaccessible country making any 
rescue attempt during an emergency extremely difficult. Most of the Section 
has no or very limited mobile phone coverage. All party members should have 
previous outdoor experience, and if in the event of an emergency the skill to deal 
with the incident until help arrives.

Refer to the Safe Canoeing Checklist included in the Clarence Canoe & Kayak Trail 
Index Map sheet for the list of the recommended safety gear to be carried as a 
minimum and the steps that should be followed to ensure you and your group 
have a safe trip.

Deaths have occurred on the trail previously, however none associated with an 
experienced group. If you are in doubt about your group’s ability to complete a 
private trip one option is to go with an experienced guide. Visit myclarencevalley.
com.au or phone (02) 6643 0800 for a list of guides and canoe/kayak hire 
operators.

For further information on NSW canoe & kayak trails and paddler safety visit:

• NSW Department of Primary Industries – Lands at www.crownland.nsw.gov.
au/about_recreation/canoe_and_kayak_trails for further information on 
canoe & kayak trail map kits.

• Waterways Guide at www.waterwaysguide.org.au to get the downloadable 
App providing information to explore and paddle our waterways.

• Paddle Prep at www.canoe.org.au/paddle-prep to get the downloadable App 
providing information on paddling skills and safety.

Canoe Access

Caution [ Grade 2 Rapid ]

Warning [ Grade 3 Rapid ]

     Portage Required

Accommodation

Camping sites

Fireplace

Picnic area

Shower

Tap water

Toilets (compost/pit)

Toilets (flush)

LEGEND

2.3
River or Creek
Contour (20m interval)
1:25000 topographic map
Crown Reserve
National Park
State Forest

Major Road, sealed
Major Road, unsealed
Secondary Road, sealed
Secondary Road, unsealed
Minor Road, sealed
Minor Road, unsealed
Vehicle track
Walking Track
No unauthorised entry-
private or locked gate
River distance (km)
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T: 61 2 9842 8200 (International)
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KAYAK TRAIL

Section 8 - Trip detail
River Summary: Mainly flat water with some races. Suitable for 
novices wanting to experience open Canadian touring.

Experience Level: Novice

River Grade: 1

River Distance: 20km

Paddling time:  4-5 hours

River levels

Min - 1.0 m  
Clarence River at Lilydale gauge 

Good Level - 1.5 m 

Max - 2.2 m

Paddle

Start - Lilydale Riverside Camping Reserve, Winegrove Rd, 
Winegrove (-29

0 
32’ 42.58”, 152

0 
40’ 17.01”). 2WD suitable. 

Finish - Copmanhurst Boat Ramp, Lawrence St, Copmanhurst 
(-29

0
 35’ 28.40”, 152

0 
47’ 0.72”). 2WD suitable.

Car Shuttle: 15km (20 minutes) drive one way via Winegrove Rd and 
The Clarence Way. 2WD suitable

Camping

Start - Lilydale Riverside Camping Reserve, Winegrove Rd, 
Winegrove (Fees may apply)

Finish - a) Copmanhurst Recreation Reserve, Lawrence Street, 
Copmanhurst (Fees apply)

b) Copmanhurst Riverside Camping Reserve, Lawrence Street, 
Copmanhurst (Fees may apply)

Accommodation and meals:

•  Copmanhurst Rest Point Hotel

Spatial Services Topographic Maps

• Jackadgery 1:25000

• Copmanhurst 1:25000

The River
The pace of the river becomes more leisurely after the Lilydale Bridge 
with the journey to Copmanhurst being predominantly gentle with 
long pools interspersed with rocky races or riffles approaching Grade 1. 

Hazards
• Steel railway line posts in water (-29°35’31.65”, 152°46’10.78”)

• ‘Bullrout’ - a stinging fish that inhabits slow moving weed infested 
rivers and streams.

Some text in this Map Kit is based on NSW Canoe Association 
Inc. (1990) Canoeing Guide to New South Wales, published by 
NSW Canoeing Inc, Glebe NSW.

Most images within this Map Kit have been supplied courtesy of  
Dr Danny Parkin, Clarence Valley Council.

These maps have been printed on Stone Paper.  
http://www.stone-paper.com.au/index.html  
Stone Paper is water resistant, durable, recyclable & acid free.

© September 2016, NSW Department of Industry – Lands & Clarence Valley Council.

CAUTION
Access to the Trail and related facilities is provided for your use and 
enjoyment.  Members of the public using these facilities do so at their 
own risk.  Clarence Valley Council and the Department of Industry - 
Lands accepts no responsibility for any injury incurred by any person 
when these facilities are used including if used in contravention to 
any information, warnings or advice provided in relation to their use.

Navigating the rapids and fast flowing sections of this Canoe & 
Kayak Trail requires attention and care. River features and conditions 
change continually. Paddlers must have the appropriate skills and 
equipment for the section(s) that they are paddling and remain alert 
for submerged and protruding objects, overhanging branches, and 
other hazards at all times.

This Map Kit has been produced primarily for promotional purposes 
and is designed as a reference guide for planning and navigation. 
Although most images in this Map Kit and are generally indicative 
of the corresponding features, some images are used for artistic 
purposes and may not correspond to the feature referenced. 
Information is correct at the time of printing and is subject to change 
without notice. Paddlers are advised to seek current information on 
weather, river heights and changes to river features and hazards 
prior to any trip undertaken.

Access to camping sites is provided for your use and enjoyment. 
Members of the public using camping sites do so at their own risk. 
It is strongly recommended that when accessing camping sites, you 
carry appropriate camping equipment with you at all times. Clarence 
Valley Council and the Department of Industry - Lands accepts 
no responsibility for any injury or damage arising from using the 
camping sites.
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KAYAK TRAIL

Section 8 - Trip detail
River Summary: Mainly flat water with some races. Suitable for 
novices wanting to experience open Canadian touring.

Experience Level: Novice

River Grade: 1

River Distance: 20km

Paddling time:  4-5 hours

River levels

Min - 1.0 m  
Clarence River at Lilydale gauge 

Good Level - 1.5 m 

Max - 2.2 m

Paddle

Start - Lilydale Riverside Camping Reserve, Winegrove Rd, 
Winegrove (-290 32’ 42.58”, 1520 40’ 17.01”). 2WD suitable. 

Finish - Copmanhurst Boat Ramp, Lawrence St, Copmanhurst 
(-290 35’ 28.40”, 1520 47’ 0.72”). 2WD suitable.

Car Shuttle: 15km (20 minutes) drive one way via Winegrove Rd and 
The Clarence Way. 2WD suitable

Camping

Start - Lilydale Riverside Camping Reserve, Winegrove Rd, 
Winegrove (Fees may apply)

Finish - a) Copmanhurst Recreation Reserve, Lawrence Street, 
Copmanhurst (Fees apply)

b) Copmanhurst Riverside Camping Reserve, Lawrence Street, 
Copmanhurst (Fees may apply)

Accommodation and meals:

•  Copmanhurst Rest Point Hotel

Spatial Services Topographic Maps

• Jackadgery 1:25000

• Copmanhurst 1:25000

The River
The pace of the river becomes more leisurely after the Lilydale Bridge 
with the journey to Copmanhurst being predominantly gentle with 
long pools interspersed with rocky races or riffles approaching Grade 1. 

Hazards
• Steel railway line posts in water (-29°35’31.65”, 152°46’10.78”)

• ‘Bullrout’ - a stinging fish that inhabits slow moving weed infested 
rivers and streams.

Some text in this Map Kit is based on NSW Canoe Association 
Inc. (1990) Canoeing Guide to New South Wales, published by 
NSW Canoeing Inc, Glebe NSW.

Most images within this Map Kit have been supplied courtesy of  
Dr Danny Parkin, Clarence Valley Council.

These maps have been printed on Stone Paper.  
http://www.stone-paper.com.au/index.html  
Stone Paper is water resistant, durable, recyclable & acid free.

© September 2016, NSW Department of Industry – Lands & Clarence Valley Council.

CAUTION
Access to the Trail and related facilities is provided for your use and 
enjoyment.  Members of the public using these facilities do so at their 
own risk.  Clarence Valley Council and the Department of Industry - 
Lands accepts no responsibility for any injury incurred by any person 
when these facilities are used including if used in contravention to 
any information, warnings or advice provided in relation to their use.

Navigating the rapids and fast flowing sections of this Canoe & 
Kayak Trail requires attention and care. River features and conditions 
change continually. Paddlers must have the appropriate skills and 
equipment for the section(s) that they are paddling and remain alert 
for submerged and protruding objects, overhanging branches, and 
other hazards at all times.

This Map Kit has been produced primarily for promotional purposes 
and is designed as a reference guide for planning and navigation. 
Although most images in this Map Kit and are generally indicative 
of the corresponding features, some images are used for artistic 
purposes and may not correspond to the feature referenced. 
Information is correct at the time of printing and is subject to change 
without notice. Paddlers are advised to seek current information on 
weather, river heights and changes to river features and hazards 
prior to any trip undertaken.

Access to camping sites is provided for your use and enjoyment. 
Members of the public using camping sites do so at their own risk. 
It is strongly recommended that when accessing camping sites, you 
carry appropriate camping equipment with you at all times. Clarence 
Valley Council and the Department of Industry - Lands accepts 
no responsibility for any injury or damage arising from using the 
camping sites.



8
Sectio

n

CLARENCE     RIVER

CLARENCE
RIVER

Copmanhurst
29o 35' 24.91"S

152o 46' 55.95"E

Lilydale Riverside
Camping Reserve

29o 32' 50.00"S
152o 40' 18.07"E

FINISHCopmanhurst Boat Ramp
29o 35' 27.76"S
152o 47' 00.38E

ST
OC

KY
AR

D
CR

EE
K

RO
AD

WINEGROVE ROAD

JACKADGERY-LILYDAL E

RO AD

WOMBAT CREEK ROAD

SM
IT

HS
CR

EE
K

RO
AD

RA
MO

RN
IE

ST
AT

IO
N

ROAD

LIL
YDALE

 BYPASS

GOR
GE

ROAD

GO
RG

E
RO

AD

C
LA

R
E

N
C

E

WAY

CLARENCE
W

AY

GWYDIR
HIGHW

AY

C
LA

R
EN

C
E

W

AYLilydale

Winegrove

Smiths Creek

Newbold

Upper Smiths Creek

COPMANHURST

JACKADGERY

COPMANHURST

CAMELBACK

PUR
G

ATORY CK

BIG
HILL CKBIG

H ILL CK

C ATT LE CK

C ATTLE
CK

MAIN CK

C
I

NE
W

BO

LD C K

CATTLE
CK

ROCKY

CK

CATTLE CK

SECTION 7 ADJOINS

King
William

Hill

19.4

Visible and submerged steel posts
KEEP RIVER RIGHT

29o 35' 31.65"S
152o 46' 10.78"E

Lilydale Bridge
PORTAGE REQUIRED

 

SECTION 8The Clarence
Canoe & Kayak Trail

        

CK
KERS

B R I CKMA

1:35,000
0 1 2

Kilometres

 

      WARNING: ‘Steel railway line posts’ 
GPS: -29o  35’ 31.65”,  152o  46’ 10.78”
Length: 150m
Hazards: 
•  steel railway line posts in main 

flow
•  some posts submerged
Safest Passage: stay river right of 
posts to avoid collision with them 
and possible capsize.
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